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Human Sexuality is Good.
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Our Bodies are Good.

But Sin Twists and Distorts 
All of It.

Our Desire for Intimate 
Relationships is Good.

We Have the Power Through the 
Spirit to Steward Our Sexuality.
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What is gained and what is lost 

in relying on theological statements 

regarding sexual ethics to function as 

pastoral care and outreach?
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! Oversimplifies causation

! Offers trite solutions

! Forces rigid gender 
stereotypes

! DoesnÕt engage media

! Claims this is worst sin

! DoesnÕt work with other 
medical professionals

! Ignores diversity

! Never asks about 
experiences

! Focuses on behavior 
instead of transformation
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Be Intentional
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Co-create a predictable and trustworthy atmosphere that reduces 

anxieties and fear -based ways of being with one another.
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Exhibit Relational Qualities
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Become a source 
of hospitality 

and friendship 
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ÒSoul hosts prepare for their gift of 
hospitality by cultivating a place of quiet 
within themselves . This is the place 
where they will receive others. If I have 
no such place within myself, I am unable 
to offer myself in a gift of hospitality. But 
when I have begun to be a person with a 
quiet still center, I can invite others 
to come and rest there .Ó

David Benner, Sacred Companions
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Exhibit Relational Qualities
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Cultivate Friendships, including 
Spiritual Friendships

Practice Good Listening
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Exhibit Relational Qualities
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Cultivate Friendships, including 
Spiritual Friendships

Give Micro -Affirmations

Practice Good Listening

Meet Needs for Belonging & 
Intimacy
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Foster a discipling atmosphere in which people are  ÒheldÓ so tha t 

they learn how to ÒholdÓ complex aspects of personhood
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! The ÒperichoreticÓ balance of 
community, emphasizing self -
giving & self-limiting love.

! The human need for support 
and challenge for all in the 
sanctifying journey.
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