September 15, 2023

Dear Members of the United States Congress,

We have closely followed with keen interest the ongoing debate on the President’s Emergency Plan
for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) reauthorization. We understand that questions have arisen about the
President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief being a possible source of funding for abortion, and
promotion of abortion. We write today to address that concern.

As members of faith-based organizations in Africa, some of whom have a long history with PEPFAR,
we write to state that we have no knowledge of PEPFAR funding or promoting abortions. We
believe this claim is unfounded and grossly unfortunate, especially coming at a time when the
Government of the United States of America and her people through significant investments in
PEPFAR programs have given us hope, inspiration and the confidence that we can achieve a
generation free from HIV/AIDS. With over two-thirds of our populations being children and youth
under the age of 30, a generation free of HIV/AIDS is the key to our sustainable development.

In the last two decades, PEPFAR in collaboration and partnership with faith-based and affiliated
institutions has provided leadership at the different stages of the HIV/AIDS epidemic response. The
collaborative framework with PEPFAR has achieved:

1. Reduction in new HIV infections in the population.

2. Reduced morbidity and mortality due to HIV in all population age groups.

3. Particular benefits for the unborn and for children, including marked reductions in
mother to child transmission, child deaths due to HIV, and in orphanhood.

4. Improved health systems, health governance, accountability, expenditure analysis,
compliance and reporting.

5. Significant contributions to the HIV control strategy and global target of epidemic
control.

We ask you to reauthorize PEPFAR in order to consolidate the gains so far achieved, and continue
progress toward a generation free from HIV/AIDS.

We assure the United States Congress that the claim that PEPFAR supports or promotes abortion is
to us strange, unfounded, and unfortunate. In fact, at regular PEPFAR review meetings, partners are
reminded that PEPFAR does not fund certain interventions, including abortions. We urge you not
to allow unsubstantiated claims to stand in the way of the United States of America’s continued

global leadership in ending HIV/AIDS by 2030.



Faith based organizations and faith leaders in Africa are steadfast believers in the right to life for both
the unborn and the living. We are saddened that anyone would suggest PEPFAR may be funding or
promoting abortion. We work closely with the members of our congregations and are not aware of
any such instance. We would like to reassure you and the American public that we have seen no
evidence that this is something that has ever happened.

PEPFAR has been a lifesaving, pro-life program that has succeeded in protecting our families and
children beyond our greatest expectations. It has been an answer to prayer. We have all experienced
the terror of HIV/AIDS, either losing a dear family member or members of our congregations.
PEPFAR brought not only relief from the plague of HIV/AIDS but hope for our future as well.
Without the five-year reauthorization of PEPFAR our people will be left in fear of the future. We
pray you will listen to our humble voices.

PEPFAR is the model global health partnership. It has not only saved millions of lives but improved
our national health care systems in many ways. Life expectancy is rising, orphanhood is falling,
healthy births are increasing in health care facilities, and other health challenges are being recognized
and addressed where they never were before. May God continue to bless America and their brothers
and sisters in Africa. Thank you for all you have done in supporting global HIV epidemic response.

Yours in Christ our LORD,
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