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QD DUWLFOH LQ 7KH $WODQWLF MRXUQDOLVW 20
TXHVWLRQ ©,V DGRSWLRQ PHDQW WR SURYLGH EDELH
IRU EDELHV"2

be a “both” response. But the question itself gets to towards foster care and adoption. Why do we do it? And
the deeper framing of how society thinks about babiepw are we equipped in it? e answers may seem obvious to
adoption and foster care. e question is even more strikingsome, but this magazine issue goes deeper to consider current
for Christians whose Savior — whom we are also to emulatealities and needs; theological underpinnings, particularly
— “did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give higelated to foster care; and the role that church communities
life for many” (Matthew 20:28) and whose God “sets the can play to support foster and adoptive families.
lonely in families” (Psalm 68:6). Evangelicals believe that God designed humans to live
It is encouraging to see that practicing Christians in families that are lovingly devoted to — and able to care
are more than twice as likely as the general population to for — one another. e reality doesn't always match up,
adopt and signi cantly more likely to consider adoption  leaving children without the care they need. is was the
or fostering. While only 2 percent of all Americans have case at the time of the early church, and they rose to the
adopted, this rises to 5 percent among practicing Christianggcasion. May we, like them, become increasingly known for
according to Barna Research. A recent Lifeway Research smywe thoughtfully and lovingly we care for those who need
found that more than two in ve U.S. Protestant churchgoefamilies.@
(44 percent) say their congregation and its leaders are
proactively involved with adoption and foster care.
While Christians sometimes have a reputation for things
they are against, adoption and foster care are a cause that we

I ike many “either-or” questions, there can sometimes are known for. Still, we should examine our own orientation

NAE .org
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How Technology Impacts
Relationships

@ 7KH SDQGHPLF GURYH D ODUJH LQFUHDVH LQ WKt
RITHULQJ OLYHVWUHDPV RI WKHLU ZRUVKLS VHUYLFY
YLHZHUV ZHUH RQO\ WHPSRUDU\ $ FRQVLVWHQW/ TXDUW
DQ\ UHDVRQ DV D YDOLG UHDVRQ WR DWWHQG FKXUEK YLD .
ZLWK DGGLWLRQDO H[SHULHQFH ZLWK WKH DSSURDFK IHZHU DUH RBTQ WR EWN XV
LQVWHDG RI LQ SHUVRQ DWWHQGDQFH 2

Scott McConnell, executive director of Lifeway Research, on the
Lifeway’s Protestant Churchgoer Views on Livestreaming report

(PSDWK\ LV FXOWLYDWHG RXW RI D SDUW RI RXU EUDLQ WKDW ZH DFWXDOO\ GR
YHU\ RIWHQ EHFDXVH LW-V WKH SDUW RI RXU EUDLQ WKDW «WXUQV RQ ZKHQ Z
DOQ\WWKLQJ ZKHQ ZH-UH QRW 200LQJ RXU PLQGV ZLWK VWLPXODWLRQ RU LQIRUPDW
RI WKH EUDLQ WKDW LV GHGLFDWHG WR FUHDWLQJ VHOI QDUUDWLYH IRU UHSHFWLF

,W-V EHFDXVH RXU EUDLQV ZKHQ ZH DUH VKRZHULQJ RU ZKHQ ZH-UH GULYLQJ DU
DFWXDOO\ QHXURORJLFDOO\ ERXQG XS LQ RXU FDSDFLW\ WR HPSDWKL]H :KHQ ZH I
DUH FRQVWDQWO\ EHLQJ VWLPXODWHG E\ 1HW3L[ RU UHDGLQJ WKH QHZV WKDW SD
DUHQ-W DFWXDOO\ HQJDJLQJ LQ WKH HPSDWK\ ZRUN ,W-V QRW HYHQ JHWWLQJ D F

Felicia Wu Song on Today's Conversation podcast at NAE.org/wusongpodcast

$ UHFHQW 3HZ 5HVHDUFK &HQWHU VXUYH\ VKRZV WKDW SHUFHQW RI 8 6 DGXC

EORFNHG RU FKDQJHG WKHLU VHWWLQJV WR VHH OHVV RI VRPHRQH RQ VRFLDO
SHUVRQ SRVWHG RU VKDUHG '"HPRFUDWY DQG LQGHSHQGHQWY ZKR OHDQ WRZDUC
WKDQ 5HSXEOLFDQV DQG 5HSXEOLFDQ OHDQHUV WR VD\ WKH\ KDYH EORFNHG XQIU
UHOLJLRXV FRQWHQW WKH\ SRVWHG SHUFHQW YV SHUFHQW 2@

Jeff Diamant, senior writer at Pew Research Center, on a June 2023 study of religion and social media

The Death of an Evangelical Pioneer

>7LP .HOOHU@ RIIHUHG D UDGLFDOO\ GLIITHUHQW ZD\ +H SRLQ

WKURXJK -HVXV- HI[DPSOH WR D OLIH RI VHOI VDFUL2FLDO YU
FKHHUIXO DQG DW SHDFH DV KH VSLUDOHG GRZQ WRZDUG GHDWK
SDVVLQJ KDV PDGH XV DOO YHU\ VDG EXW LI \RX JR EDFN BQG Ol
VKRXOG \RX FRPH EDFN WR JUDWLWXGH IRU KLV OLIH DQG WR MK
\RXU YLFWRU\" :KHUH LV \RXU VWLQJ"?2

David Brooks in The New York Times column, “Tim Keller Taught Me About Joy”

Comments? Questions? ‘H ZRXOG ORYH WR KHDU IURP \RX6
(P D LMrgazine@NAE.org



7LP-V UHODWLRQVKLS ZLWK PH ZDV \HW DQRWKHU H[DPSOH RI KLV LQYHVWP
ZDV LQ D GHQRPLQDWLRQ WKDW GRHVQ-W RUGDLQ ZRPHQ DQG KH EHOLHYH
PHQ DQG ZRPHQ ZLWKLQ WKH FKXUFK DQG WKH KRXVHKROG , DP D ZRPDQ ZKR L
RXU GLVDJUHHPHQWY RSHQO\ EXW WKH FRQYHUVDWLRQV ZHUH QHYHU KRVWLOF
IDLWK LQ &KULVW DQG FRPPLWPHQW WR WKH %LEOH WKDQ RXU GLIIHUHQFHV FR

Tish Harrison Warren  in The New York Times column, “Tim Keller Showed Me What a Christian Leader
Should Be”

Forever Homes

(DFK FKLOG SODFHPHQW LQWR D IRUHYHU KRPH LV XQ
FRPSOLFDWHG 7KH JRDO VKRXOG DOZzZD\V EH PDGH Z
SURYLGLQJ D ORYLQJ DQG VWDEOH KRPH WR QRXULVK W
HWKQLF DQG FXOWXUDO LGHQWLW\ , NQRZ KRZ FKHULV/
DQG WKDW ZH FDQ DQG VKRXOG WUXVW WKRVH LQGLJH
SODFHPHQWYV ZLWK WKH EHVW LOQWHUHVW RI HDFK FKL

Carol Bremer-Bennett, head of World Renew, the relief arm of the Christian
Reformed Church, in a Christianity Today article about the Supreme
Court’s decision to uphold Indian Child Welfare Act

., \RX-UH ORRNLQJ WR SROLWLFV IRU IXO200PHQW \RX-
IRROLVKO\ XQFRPSURPLVLQJ DQG HQUDJHG ,W-00 QHY
VLGH ZLQV 8VH SROLWLFV DV D WRRO WR SXUVXH MXV

SODFH WR 2QG LGHQWLW\ RU IXO200PHQW

'RQ-W VWRS SUD\LQJ
Y Lisa Fields @LisaVFields

*RG KHDUV DQG KH ZLOO UHVSRQC
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30HDVH MRLQ WKH HYDQJHOLFDO FRPPXQLW\ DW WK
WKH 1$( DQG LWV Yhrpiayttd Hre welcome too.

(9$1*(/,&$/ &$/(1'$5

0DQ\ RI WKHVH HYHQWY LQFOXGH GRZQORDGDEOH U
SURPRWLRQ DQG SDUWLFLSDWLRQ

2872%(5 § 129(0% (5 § 129(0%(5 §

Power and the Pulpit Grow Denominational
Chicago, IL Dallas, TX Executives Retreat

&HQWHU IRU 3DVWRU 7KHRORJL D RightNow Media Dallas, TX

CPTconference.com RightNowConferences.org 1DWLRQDO $VVRFLDWLRQ RI

7KLV \HDU-V &HQWHU IRU 3DVWRTIKH 5LJKW1RZ &RQIHUHQFH LV
7KHRORJLDQV FRQIHUHQFH ZLOOSRNWRUV DQG FKXUFK OHDGH
SUHDFKHUV DQG QRQ SUHDFKHUWB@IDN\NH KHDOWK\ GLVFLSOHV
WR UHFRYHU D WKHRORJ\ RI SUHOKKL@LOO H[SORUH DQG UHPH
PRYLQJ EH\RQG KRPLOHWLFDO WEEKRUSIXHY ORRN OLNH KRZ G
FKDOOHQJLQJ FRQ2GHQFH LQ KXPRG WKLQN DQG ZKDW GLVFLS
FDSDFLWLHV DQG FDOOLQJ LQWRNKXNWWMERBW RQ -HVXV
PHWKRGV WKDW KDYH VXEWO\ VKDSHG

WRGD\-V VHUPRQV DQG HOHYDWHG

KXPDQ SRZHU

(DFK \HDU 1$( GHQRPLQDWL
H[HFXWLYHV DFURVV HYDQJ
FRPH WRJHWKHU WR OHDUQ
HQFRXUDJH RQH DQRWKHU
SODFHV RI OHDGHUVKLS

129(0% (5 § $18%5< 8
The Mobilized Church Christian Student
Leadership Conference
Dallas, TX
Washington, DC
6L[WHHQ )LIWHHQ
1615.org/events 1IDWLRQDO $VVRFLDWLRQ RI (YDQJHC

NAEorg/csIc
7KH ORELOL]HG &KXUFK ZRUNVKRS ZLOO

H[SORUH VHYHQ NH\V WR KHOS FKXFKBEEGNLDQ 6WXGHQW /HDGHUYV
PLVVLRQV OHDGHUYV |=xowLYDWH&BQ/'L"\ELU‘thﬁ/VI LV D SODFH ZKHUH FR(
PLVVLRQV FXOWXUH WXGHQWYV ZKR FDUH GHHSO\ DERX
WRGD\ V SUHVVLQJ LVVXHV FRPH W
KRZ WR IDLWKIXOO\ DQG HIIHFWLYH
&KULVWLDQ ZLWQHVV LQ SXEOLF SF

129(0%(5 §
BIPOC Spiritual Retreat

Asheville, NC

1IDWLRQDO $VVRFLDWLRQ RI (YDQJHOLFDOV
(YDQJHOLFDO 3UHVV $VVRFLDW NAE.org

IDWLRQDO SVVRFLDWLRQ RI (Yl 7y o 328 6SLULWXDO 5HWUHDW ZLOO
IS el EULQJ WRJHWKHU OHDGHUV RI ;
7KH 'LJLWDO OHGLD &RQ LV D\ DUH HQJDJHG LQ UDFLDO MXV
RQOLQH FRQIHUHQFH IRFXVLQ. UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ ZRUN LQ &K
RQ GLJLWDO PHGLD DQG PDUN IRU D WLPH Rl UHVW DQG UH3H
&KULVWLDQ FRPPXQLFDWRUV  FRQQHFW ZLWK RQH DQRWKHU
IURP RQH RI WKH OHDGLQJ YR
WKLV VSDFH DQG WR 2QG VSL
HPRWLRQDO FDUH

28&72% (5 §

Digital Media Con
Virtual

129(0% (5

Orphan Sunday

&KULVWLDQ $OOLDQFH IRU 2USKDQV
CAFO.org/orphansunday2023

6LQFH FKXUFKHVY DFURVV WKH ZRUOG
KDYH FHOHEUDWHG 2USKDQ 6XQGD\ RQ WKH
VHFRQG 6XQGD\ LQ 1RYHPEHU 7KLV LV DQ
RSSRUWXQLW\ IRU FKXUFK FRPPXQLWLHV WR
UH3HFW RQ *RG-V KHDUW IRU WKH RUSKDQHG
DQG YXOQHUDEOH WRJHWKHU

/HDUQ PRUH DERXW 1S$I(AH¥ig/Qwi. DW 9 NAE .org
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@ “For the Health of the Nation” Video Curriculum

JRU PRUH WKDQ D GHFDGH HYDQJHOLFMFRP SEVUVVRQ DRY WKHRSRRU SURPRWLQJ M

WKH SROLWLFDO VSHFWUXP KDYH XVHGHEYRUDMNKH QGHDYORKHRIFWKWDIHIXDUGLQJ W

I1DWLRQ? WR DSSO\ ELEOLFDO SULQFL S/DHM WRWARRPISKOXH LY \OLHN VWUHQJIJWKHQLQ

1RZ LQ SDUWQHUVKLS ZLWK S5LIKWIRZIDPIGADHVZ D G WKD@QGUHQ DQG FDULQJ IRU
VHVVLRQ YLGHR VHULHVY WKDW EULQJVY WKH FRQWHQW WR OLIH

WKURXJK G\QDPLF ELEOLFDO WHDFKLQ

(DFK WHDFKLQJ VHVVLRQ DERXW

FRPSOHPHQWHG E\ D GLVFXVVLRQ JXL
VPDOO JURXSV WR KDYH ULFK FRQYHU
GHHSHU LQWR *RG-V :RUG &KULVWLD({
DJUHH RQ WKH VSHFL2FV RI JRYHUQDQ
URDGYVY WR VRFLDO WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ
GLVFLSOHVKLS ZH QHHG WR NQRZ KR
SULQFLSOHVY WR WKH LVVXHV RI RXU (

1$( 3UHVLGHQW :DOWHU .LP KRVWV W
WHDFKLQJ IURP 1LFROH ODUWLQ (G 6\
-HDQHWWH 6DOJXHUR DQG (XJHQH &K
WRSLFV LQFOXGH SUHVHUYLQJ KXPDQ
UHOLJLRXV IUHHGRP DQG OLEHUW\ RI
UDFLDO MXVWLFH DQG UHFRQFLOLDWL .

7KH VHULHV LV DYDLODEOH IRU )5(( WKURX
SRUWDO RQ WKH 5LJKW1RZ OHGLD SODWIR
SODQV WR LQFRUSRUDWH WKLV VHULHV LQ
VPDOO JURXSV FROOHJH FODVVHV DQG DC
HGXFDWLRQ RSSRUWXQLWLHV

~ - — —

~ -

@ Investing in Women in Leadership

$ORQJ ZLWK WKH )XOOHU &HQWHU IRU ZBSLK L&KXDYWRIRDWLRMXVW RQH H[DPSOH

WKH 1DWLRQDO $VVRFLDWLRQ RI (YDQRWODBDHN KRRI/SRHGVRQLWLHY WKDW WUDQYV

RQH \HDU VSLULWXDO IRUPDWLRQ MRXOQ®NVRIQD ERKRUW SSHRSOH IURP GLIIHUHQ
QDWLRQDO IHPDOH OHDGHUV UHSUHWHRQWW®H G WRHHRERXUDJH RQH DQRWKHU I

UDFHV DJHV GHQRPLQDWLRQV DQG SUMRIGVRLREDOVWROH YV

3DUWLFLSDQWY LQFOXGHG UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV RI 1$( PHPEHU

LOQVWLWXWLRQV DQG RWKHU OHDGHUV iJRP DURXQOG WKH FRXQWU\

7KH SURJUDP ZDV D KDQGV RQ UHODW .pwrk kRZ )XOOHU )R
VSLULWXDO SUDFWLFHV RPHQ VKDUH *yrxsSv VLWXDWH VSi
FRQQHFWHG WR WKH /RUG DQG WR HD IRUPDWLRQ LQ WKH Ff
UHDVVXUHG WKDW *RG LV LQ FRQWUR( FRPPXQLW\ DQG *RGj
©, IHHO DW SHDFH NQRZLQJ WKDW , D
DQG *RG-V JRW WKLV 2

7KHVH ZRPHQ H[SHULHQFHG HQKDQFH(
FDSDFLW\ VWURQJHU FRQQHFWLRQV z
DFURVV WKH HYDQJHOLFDO VSHFWUXP

10



© 6XSUHPH &RXUW $I12@RMrkplace Religious
Free Speech Freedom Strengthened

7KH 6XSUHPH &RXUW - 80TCeativé LEBNEQ ,Q LWV XQDQLPRXVGHBIFDAMOR QWRH 6XSUHPH

UXOHG WKDW /RULH 6PLWK FDQQRW EH ERXXMUKM® UEN @QIWKWEHG LPSRUWDQW ZRUNHL
FRPSURPLVH KHU &KULVWLDQ ZLWQHVV RWODBERRXWUGGLFW.PRGBWLRQ 7KH 6XSUHPH
WUXH VWRU\ Rl PDUULDJH? E\ GHVLJQL QW KRB VHMIORIRUWPRPPHQRW GLVPLVV HPSOR\H
VH[ ZHGGLQJV IRU UHOLJLRXV DFFRPPRGDWLRQ VLPSO\ E\ S

PL%LPDO FRVW WR WKH EXVLQHVV
7KH 1DWLRQDO $VVRFLDWLRQ RI (YDQJHOLFDOV 20HG D FRXUW

DPLFXV EULHI LQ WKH FDVH DUJXLQJ WKBWFRXODNWDMAHS © RVHQRVWOUH OHJDOO\ REOLJDYV
IUHH WR LQWHUIHUH ZLWK VSHHFK IRU QF ERPPWR B D WH DIVYBQ RYKBP®Y- UHOLJLRXV REVH
SURPRWLQJ DQ DSSURYHG PHVVDJH RU GUDFRWUWFBJLHQBPHBEW LQ UDUH FDVHV LQ ZKLFK
GLVIDYRUHG RQH KRZHYHU HQOLJKWHQHRGHBDMWWKBIQ $SFE8XRWDUGVKLS IRU WKH EXVLC
PD\ VWULNH WKH JRYHUQPHQW 2 7KH EURKRMDRWUF I ZRYWM LIRXRI DQ\ UHOLJLRQ WR YL
WKDW 6PLWK LV KDSS\ WR VHUYH FOLHQRWN AKRMRUNHIHE WKPHHLVHREV @ VDLG :DOWHU
PDUULDJHV +HU FRQFHUQ LV QRW ZLWKWKKHLIBWURRQDGBVWIRPYRWIRRQ RI (YDQJHOLFI

KHU FXVWRPHUV EXW ZLWK WKH PHVVDJH WKDW VKH LV DVNHG WR
H[SUHVV Groffv.DeJoy LQYROYHG D IRUPHU SRVWDO ZRUN

ZDQWHG WR KRQRU *RG E\ ZRUVKLS DQG QRW
1$( 3BUHVLGHQW :DOWHU .LP VDLG ©,Q DWXHIPRFEEPMNK DQRII DUIXHG WKDW KLV GHVL
SOXUDOLVWLF VRFLHW\ WKHUH PXVW E I8 DEREFORVIR G VEKERW BRWK DQ ©XQGXH KDUGVK
GLVVHQWLQJ YLHZV WR SHDFHIXOO\ H[SBRWVW DK GRPUYQEHI RQGREZLIKOLIKWHG KLV ZLC
WKHLU FRQVFLHQFH ZLWKRXW IHDU RI SHRMHFX¥WLIRQ RQORWKHU GD\V DV ZHOO DV \
HQFRXUDJHG WKDW WKH 6XSUHPH &RXUWREKRV NBKWHWER WKHHU 6 XQGD\ VKLIWYV
JLUVW $PHQGPHQW=-V JXDUDQWHH RI IUHH VSHHFK IRU DOO
$PHULFDQV :LWK YHU\ OLPLWHG H[FHSWLRQV JRYHUQPHQWYV
VKRXOG QRW WHOO FLWL]JHQV ZKDW WKH\ FDQ RU FDQQRW VD\ 2

e
@ Families at the Border

JRU PDQ\ LPPLJUDQW IDPLOLHV WKH GISKIRQLHR Q@ S/SBF VRIBIN FKHGXOLQJ DSSRLQWPH
SURWHFWLRQ DQG RSSRUWXQLW\ LQ WKWL 8 Q WHHGS RY B RBIWKILS RI VRPH IDPLOLHV
H[FUXFLDWLQJO\ GLI2FXOW 6RPH DUH HIFO SLHIIX H{ W RARQURIG VVLRQDO DFWLRQ
E\ FRUUXSW RI2FLDOV IRUFHG UHFUXLWPHQW LQWR FULPLQDO

JDQJV VH[XDO DEXVH DQG YLROHQFH RU WKH GHFI Ol WDWI

ZHLJKW RI HIWUHPH SRYHUW\ 3

%XW WKHUH DUH IHZ ZD\V WR JDLQ WL
WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV RWKHU WKDQ
ZLQQLQJ DQ DV\OXP FDVH DIWHU D SHE
RIWHQ LQFOXGHV SD\LQJ H[RUELWDQ
FDUWHOV DQG ULVNLQJ DEXVH DW HDH

$OWKRXJK WKH UKHWRULF PD\ GLIIHU
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ KDV FRQWLQXHG EMKY .
WR GHWHU PLJUDWLRQ 6RPH RI WKHV 7R FRQWDFW \RXU UHSUHVHQWDWLYHYV DERXW LPI
EORFNHG LQ FRXUW (QFRXUDJLQJ GH" UHIRUP NAEVigikeaction

QHZ SURFHVVLQJ FHQWHUV LQ 8 6 HPI

11 NAE .org



Cullen Rodgers-Gates LV GLUHFWRU RI
GHYHORSPHQW DQG PHPEHUVKLS

IDWLRQDO $VVRFLDWLRQ RI (YDC

The Gospel-Centered
Ministry of Adoption and
Foster Care

How Nightlight Christian Adoptions Challenges
the Church to Embrace Its Calling

JRU 'DQLHO 1HKUEDVYV DQG KLV WHDP DW 1LJKWOLJKW
DGRSWLRQ DQG IRVWHU FDUH DUH XQHTXLYRFDOO\ JR\
HYHU\ DJHQF\ LV PRWLYDWHG E\ WKH *UHDW &RPPLVVL
&RPPDQGPHQW ‘H VHH DGRSWLRQ DQG IRVWHU FDUH LC
KH VDLG

pregnancies resulted in adoption. A group of experienced some degree of stigma by the time they placed
churches in Whittier, California, who were membetkeir babies for adoption has risen from 70 percent to more
of the National Association of Evangelicals, recognized théhan 90 percent over the past 50 years. Nehrbass suggests
need for more Christian adoptive families. As a result, in that partly as a result of this stigma, the decline in domestic
1959 these churches came together to create Nightlight adoptions has been matched by an increase in the number of
Christian Adoptions in a concerted e ort to identify and  foster care placements as many of these children are born into
match Christian families to children needing adoption. Siraterisk family situations who are unable to adequately provide
that time, Nightlight has expanded their services to includir them.
international adoptions, foster care placements and embr|
adoptions. Nehrbass has served as Nightlight's president
the past 11 years.

Nehrbass notes that there has been a decline in dom
adoptions over the past several decades. However, contr
what one might assume, abortion is not the only reason
domestic adoption has declined. One of the greatest culp|
is the stigma against birth moms placing their babies for
adoption.

According to a new study by the National Council

D uring the 1950s, approximately 8 percent of all ~ for Adoption, the percentage of birth mothers who have

e Ingernstional
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The Language Scripture Uses

Having served as a pastor for 17 years prior to joining

Nightlight, Nehrbass is passionate about educating pasto 4

and their congregations to better understand and embrac

adoption and foster care as gospel-centered ministry. He

that one of the most signi cant obstacles to securing time to

share about Nightlight's work in churches is the perceptiofiA Neglected Ministry”

that adoption is a for-pro t business that caters mainly to Finally, Nehrbass believes there needs to be more conversations

rich couples. in the Church around embryo adoption. “I don't think most
Nehrbass’ response is to emphasize that adoption is pastors are aware that they have members of their church who

paradigmatic in Scripture for salvation. “Adoption isnt justare living with guilt over the embryos they have in storage for

an analogy for the gospel; it is the language Scripture usasttich they have no plan. is is a neglected ministry, as many

describe how we are made part of God'’s family,” he said. pastors are unequipped to help their congregants navigate
When it comes to adoption, the Church needs to the complicated emotions involved. Members of your church

eliminate the stigma for birth mothers who do not have th&now that they have human beings frozen with a fate that is

support needed to raise a child. “We need to do a better jabe#drtain, but for which they are responsible. e Church

telling the stories of women who've placed their children foan alleviate the guilt and provide solutions by normalizing

adoption in order to normalize it,” Nehrbass says. adoption of embryos, in addition to the adoption and foster
To that end, Nightlight has utilized the video series “| care of post-birth children,” he said.
Am at Kid,” a resource designed to normalize adoption Nightlight's unique embryo adoption service is known

for birth parents and help them expand their imagination as their Snow akes program, which launched in 1997 as the
for what is possible. Nightlight is also developing its own world’s rst embryo adoption program. Before Snow akes,
curriculum to amplify these stories as a resource for past@sbryo donation was anonymous, so no home study was

and congregations. needed, there was no matching with families and no openness
in the process.
Foster Care As a Calling Nehrbass notes, “We knew that in order for more people

In addition to the anti-adoption stigma toward birth mothete o er their embryos for donation, families needed greater
and misconceptions within churches, Nightlight also faceson dence to place their embryos for adoption.”
challenges in convincing Christians to see foster care as a  Nightlight implements a holistic approach through
calling. Nehrbass describes a typical scenario in which a Sastarakes, which consists of three core components: a
preaches about foster care on Sunday, and Monday morniagne study; matching by a doctor; and an open process in
Nightlight receives several phone calls from members of tivaich families meet each other. In this program, Nightlight
congregation expressing their desire to adopt healthy infantplements social work best practices. By doing so, many
ere is a disconnect between the need for Christian fostercouples choose to place their embryos with Nightlight.
families and what families are willing to do. Whereas a typical clinic may have ve sets of embryos,
Nehrbass readily acknowledges that fostering is hardNightlight is always working with several hundred families.
When they were in their 20s, Nehrbass and his wife fostered Nehrbass shares that Nightlight's long-standing
two children whom they eventually adopted, but it was vergembership in the NAE has helped to legitimize adoption
challenging. Families already have a certain level of stresamdittoster care as Christian ministry and an act of obedience
which they are functioning. e integration of a foster child to God. Another way in which NAE membership has been
often increases that stress, because he/she introduces a walwable is by signaling Nightlight's solidly evangelical identity
dynamic into the family system. Nehrbass longs to see thas they network with other groups. e NAE is grateful for the
Church better resourced to not only advocate e ectively fdaithfulness of organizations like Nightlight who persevere in
foster care, but to support its members in their foster their mission to bring the good news of Jesus to every aspect of
care journeys. human existenc@®
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e Jim Daly L president of Focus on the Family.

(YHU\ FKLOG-V MRXUQH\ LQWR WKH IRVWHU F
GLIIHUHQW DQG PLQH LV QR H[FHSWLRQ

of my mother’s funeral. | was nine years old.

Standing beside my mom’s grave sporting my best corduroy pants, white shirt, and blue clip-
on tie, my stoic demeanor belied my devastation. My biological father would die of alcoholism a few
years later.

My childhood is full of some tough memories. Memories of a broken home, broken promises and
dreams that just didnt come true. But landing at the Reil residence on T-Circle Drive in Morongo
Valley, California, | was somewhat optimistic that my new foster home would be normal.

As it would turn out, | had gone from bad to worse, especially when my foster dad accused me of
trying to kill him by pushing him o a cli . Keep in mind we lived at the bottom of a valley, and | was
just now 10 years old.

To say that living with the Reil family was “strange” would be kind. Each night the family
gathered around the table to roll cigarettes and smoke together. An AM radio would crackle in the
distance. We'd chase chickens and then butcher them with the swing of an axe. One of the family’s
boys married an older cousin — and another teenage boy in the family regularly tried to irt with me.

ankfully, not all the 390,000+ children in the American foster care system face such dangerous
dysfunction. But it's my harrowing and heartbreaking experience as a child in foster care that inspired
me to spearhead Focus on the Family’s Wait No More program, our adoption and foster care e ort.
No child should have to endure what | encountered.

G rowing up in Southern California, my stepdad abandoned me and my siblings within hours

The Christian Life

Being intimately involved in people’s lives for Christ can be messy. We often assume that the Christia
life is supposed to be easy and simple. Yet, the Bible is lled with one story after another about

di culty and the need for faith. With our faith in God and his sovereignty to undergird our approach,
Christians are uniquely positioned to make a signi cant di erence in these children’s lives.




roughout Scripture, we see that God has a
special place in his heart for orphans. Indeed he says
that he is their father (Psalm 68:5), and he defends and
sustains them (Psalm 10:17-18). He also commands
us to “take up the cause of the fatherless” (Isaiah 1:17).
Poignantly James, brother to Jesus, says that “religion
that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is
this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress
and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world”
(James 1:27).

| have pondered too if being “polluted by the
world” includes — but is not limited to — prioritizing
worldly conveniences over the hard work to “act justly,
love mercy and walk humbly with our God” (Micah
6:8).

No, this is not easy work. But these children
whom God loves are in desperate need — not simply
through lack of means, but relational connectedness.
It is no surprise when | read that up to 80 percent of
children in foster care have signi cant mental health
issues, compared with 18-22 percent of the general
population.

Yet research shows that kids in foster care who get
even just brief exposure to a functional family have
a markedly improved chance for success when they
get married. Children who have known nothing but
brokenness, but who live with a healthy family for even
four to six months can experience what healthy family
relationships should look like. When they can feel
wholeness, sense it, be a part of it, it helps set them up
for success in life in the best of ways.

Play a Part

My wife, Jean, and | have been foster parents, and we
do respite care. Respite simply means you come around
other foster families and give them a break by taking

the kids for a weekend or supporting them in their



e orts. Whether it be providing meals, doing laundry, orrole to play in caring for children who are in desperate

coming alongside a family prayerfully and emotionally, need. We hope that many Christians will welcome

there are ways to play a part. children into their homes and adopt them into their
Adoption and foster care represent a deeply families. At the same time, we understand that not

meaningful journey, yet adoptive and foster families fa@veryone can, or is called to, adopt. ere are many ways

unigue stressors, including insecure attachment issuesto help care for orphans.

trauma responses, and service agencies who dont provide at's why Focus on the Family also encourages

su cient training or support. We're not all called to do  Christians to W.R.A.P. around adoptive (or foster)

the same thing, but we're all capable of doing somethirfgmilies. As part of the community that surrounds these

e ultimate goal is for every believer to feel empoweredspecial families, you dafiestle in prayer, provide

with a sense of calling and direction about their role. Respite care, perforats of service and claim the

Promises of God for that family.

7KHUH DUH DSSURJLPDW H Oljfe at the Reils’ was very unreal for me, and |
FKXUFKHV LQ WKH &Y tEWEa@almostfromthemomentlwasdrivenup

the family’s gravel driveway. It's not for me to judge the

6WDWHV D Q G DERXW motives of the family, though it seems clear to me they
FKLOGUHQ ZKR DUH O R R Nére@aq) w¢iRuied for the role. | need to acknowledge,

DGRSWLYH KRPHV 7KDW £ RS [esgaktie Gegs’ | was grateful to have

somewhere to sleep and food to eat. ey did help in the

IRU HYHU\ WKUHH FKXUF%@t\gasicofways_
I Nevertheless, God redeemed that experience. Foster

care is imperfect because people are imperfect. But

“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirittecades later that di cult season contributed to Focus on
and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; ati@ Family launching our program, which has inspired
there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God and compelled thousands of families to welcome children
who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given into their homes from the foster care sys@m.
the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good” (1
Corinthians 12:4-7).

e Apostle Paul is telling us that we all have
di erent functions but the same purpose. Not everyone
will open their home to a child, but there are still
signi cant roles for other parts of the Body of Christ.
ere are approximately 350,000 churches in the United
States and about 100,000 children who are looking for
adoptive homes. at's one child for every three churches.

At Focus on the Family, we wholeheartedly agree
that churches and individual Christians have a special
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Theology of Foster Care

SURWHFWLRQ DQG FDUH IRU YXOQHUDEOH FKLOGUHQ K
RI &§KULVWLDQLW\ VLQFH LWV 2UVW GD\V (YHQ DV D SF
S5SRPDQ (PSLUH &KULVWLDQV ZHUH NQRZQ IRU UHVFEFXLCQ
DEDQGRQHG E\ WKHLU SDJDQ QHLJKERUV (DUO\ FKXUF
WKDW FDQGLGDWHYV IRU OHDGHUVKLS EH NQRZQ DV ©QC

e call to look after “the orphan” and “the fatherless” capable of protecting children from harm and providing
included any child who lacked the full protection, certain material goods and one-size- ts-all services. But what
provision and care that God intends families to provide about the deeper stu — the personal care and belonging —

This practice owed from clear biblical commands. observed. For 30 years, she'd helped lead public systems

— whether due to the death of one or both parents, that children need most? She increasingly recognized that had
abandonment, incapacity or otherwise. to come from somewhere else.
For Christians today, this ancient commitment often Scripture points in the same direction. e Bible a rms

takes the form of foster care. Foster care is meant to be a vital role for government. As Romans 13 describes, God has
temporary — providing a supportive home with hopes thatstablished governing authorities to uphold justice, maintain
time children will be able to return safely to their biologicabrder and protect the weak. at certainly includes children
family. who lack basic safety and care.

But foster care and all that surrounds it is no light But while public systems can do much to protect children
endeavor. e foster system itself can be deeply frustrating fimm abuse and severe neglect, government alone can rarely
all involved. Meanwhile, caring for children who've known enable children to thrive. As study after study reveals, the
much hurt can require an immense outlay of body, mind aadtcomes are dismal for children who grow up in government
emotions. systems.

Such an undertaking calls for a robust theology. e at's because the deepest needs of human beings cannot
costliness and complexity will quickly crush wishful thinkinge met by assembly line. Children require the kind of personal
like a bicycle struck by a car. Little wonder why more thanattention and caring relationships that can only come from
half of new foster parents quit within the rst year. To a loving home. at's why God'’s people cant outsource this
persevere with joy, we need strength and wisdom far beyaradling. Both government and church have a vital role to play.
our own. Happily, Scripture o ers both.

Not Just a Requirement, but a Revealing of
Essential Roles for Both the Government and God’s Character
the Church Christian care for vulnerable children is rooted in biblical
“Government makes a terrible parent,” a friend of mine  mandate. “Defend the cause of the fatherless,” commands
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-HGG OHGHAQ/GSUHVLGHQW RI W
&KULVWLDQ $OOLDQFH IRU 2US

the book of Isaiah. “Pure religion,” says James, is markedare never beyond the reach of God’s redemptive love. is

by showing up on behalf of “orphans and widows in their grounds Christians in a hope deeper than wishful thinking

distress” (James 1:27). and calls us to work for the restoration of struggling parents

But this call is not merely a requirement of God’s peopléenever possible.

More profoundly it is a revealing of God’s nature. e same

words that Isaiah used appeared hundreds of years befordireology of Koinonia. e challenges of foster care are

the Torah as a description of God himself: “He defends thenore than anyone can bear alone. ankfully, God gave us

cause of the fatherless...” (Deuteronomy 10:17). To care the local church. e true fellowship koinonia— that God

for the most vulnerable is ultimately a re ection of God’s intends for his people is far more than Sunday services. It

character. As Psalm 68:5—6 puts it, “A Father to the fatherlesars burdens (Galatians 6:2), shares hospitality and resources

a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling. He sets(lRemans 12:13), and rejoices and mourns together (Romans

lonely in families.” 12:15). Not everyone is called to foster or adopt or work with

For the Christian, the wellspring runs even deeper. isstruggling parents, but each of us can play a vital part.

is not only the story of a child without protection or care.

It is our story, too. For what is the gospel if not that God A eology of Su ering. Children and families involved

welcomed us into his family when we were most in need?in the foster care system have tasted the world at its most

When Christians welcome and serve vulnerable children broken. When we welcome them into our homes and our

— whether through foster care or adoption, mentoring or hearts, we share in that hurt with them. is makes no sense

support of struggling families — we are simply giving a sniflife’s purpose is to maximize pleasure and minimize pain.

humble re ection of the way he rst loved us. As Paul described, “I want to know Christ, the power of his
resurrection, and the fellowship of sharing in his su erings”

YRU ZKDW LV WKH JRVSHO(P ili p;ﬁi%mhémﬁﬁ want to su er. But we

tru n experience an unparalleled

*RG ZHOFRPHG XV LQWR KelioWshipRitRdht\in God, even the very hardest things
7Z KH Q ZH ZHUH PRVW L Q Qqamhp@e-source of great good — both in our own lives

(Romans 5:3-5) and for others (i.e., Genesis 50:20).
e

Grounded in these truths, we have a foundation sturdy
Three Mooring Truths for Foster Care enough to weather the strains we’ll face if we answer the
is love-in-response-to-gospel is the fountainhead of all age-old call to care for vulnerable children and families today.
Christian service. It is the only motivation that can outlast &leng with great challenges, we'll experience joys we'd have
world’s relentless need. But amidst the great complexity atabted no other way. As a great many foster parents have
costliness of foster care, three further theological truths arexpressed to me — and I've experienced rsthand as well —
vital: we'll someday look back and say, “One of the hardest things
I've ever done. One of the very best things, @o0.”
A eology of Restoration Not every child in foster care
will return to their biological family. But that's the hope.
e trouble is, it's sometimes hard to desire that, especially
when the child you've come to love has been harmed by t JRU PRUH RQ KRZ WR VXSSRUW IRVWHU DQG DGRSWL
family. | Corinthians gently rebukes: “Love hopes all thing: Jggoﬁji:nion;; A BV 2 IR, S EARRIRES S S
g.com/everyonecandosomething
No matter how far a person has fallen, the gospel insists t

Pl
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Andy Goodwin LV SULQFLSDO DQG &(2

Rl &RYHQDQW &KULVWLDQ +LJK 6FKR
,QGLDQDSR (uinié GBodvén LV

DVVLVWDQW SURIHVVRU RI KXPDQLW
GLVDVWHU OHDGHUVKLS DW :KHDWR(

Wholeness at the Center

Why Foster Care Is Worth “Getting Too Attached”

.QRZLQJ WKDW ZH RXJKW WR GR VRPHWKLQJ DQG DFW>
XVXDOO\ bDW RGGV XQWLO ZH HPEUDFH ZKROHQHVV DV

be a unidirectional pursuit with foster parents the ipside how wrenching it would be to attach themselves
swooping in to rescue foster children from to a child and let them be a part of their family knowing they
their placelessness. But the journey to wholeness cannot might not stay. Foster care is certainly an exercise in settling
be summarized as the matching of the resourced to the into the unsettling.
resourceless, the together to the scattered, or the whole to thaNe, too, liked our life prior to signing up to foster. We
broken. had one son who was born to us just a week prior to"our 11
Wholeness is, instead, about each person laying dowwédkling anniversary. We traveled whenever and wherever we
or her old life in order to live what is true, good and beautifuknted, whether across state lines or abroad, and we didn't
As in many paths of discipleship, it is a call to die to our have to ask for anyone’s permission to do so. We had all the
former selves in the hope of being raised to new life togetpaperwork we needed.
with God and with one another. Because we are bilingual, we raised our oldest son in
both languages, and we didnt have to stop to interpret
f . \We followed our community’s norms for
&KULVW UHPL Q GV D Q G UH \é)e[ﬁ(;%‘{oﬁ;% isQ(?i/pli%%tla. obody felt nervous around us
IRU WKLV REHGLH Q FH about dysregulated blowups, running away and the occasional
N cursing tirade. It was all simple and clear. It was the way we
had dreamed it would be. And we, each in his and her own
way, were resistant for it to be shattered.

W hen we rst consider foster care, it appears to allow that sort of brokenness into their lives, and perhaps on

Settling Into the Unsettling

Many people who know we are foster parents say things likgquipped for the Task

“We could never do what you do, but good on you for doinde are not sure at what point our hearts warmed to wanting

that!” Embedded in the encouragement is a statement of the “ought-to.” It's tempting to point to moments of our foster

unwillingness to enter the fray. son’'s quick compliance and easy self-regulation. (We do really,
ey are recognizing how destabilizing it would be to  really want those to be the norm.) It's probably trite to talk
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about realizing our own brokenness as the lynchpin. come to you,” Jesus declares (John 14:18).

As performance-oriented souls, we were pretty sure And so, in faith, we have prayerfully opened a new part
of our own shortcomings without signing up for this gig. of our lives to his will in pursuit of wholeness for each of us.
More likely, the convergence has been a progression of It's not always a want-to, but it is becoming a lov@-to.
allowing performance and behavior to reside well underneath
personhood, just as our new son may now lay down his ght
to survive rejection and loss.

Christ reminds and resources us for this obedience. V

IRVWHU FDUH RU DGRSWLYH

SDUHQW LV OLNH WUDQVUDF
DGRSWLRQ FRPHV ZLWK XQL"-
FKDOOHQJHV $ 2UVW VWHS L
KHDULQJ " DQG OHDUQLQJ I1U
“WKH VWRULHV RI WUDQVUD
DGRSWHHV ,Q DQ DUWLFOH

consider the extent he humbled himself and was obedieni Storiesof transracial adoptees must be Transracial Adoption

. . . . . heard - even uncomfortable ones
and the ways in which he loved strangers like family withc Nicole Chung $OWKRXJK QR RQH FDQ IX0O0
assurance of love in return. Scripture teaches we ought tc o e T | 2 D

commit to these children without promise of outcome,
following his lead to “set the lonely in families” (Psalm 68:t
Instead of a situational outcome, God promises that we w |§
be blessed, be made new, and best of all that he will be w
us always. Indeed, while a broken attachment to foster kic

X X SXEOLVKHG E\ 7KH *XDUGLDC
a risk, the prospect of deeper attachment to God is the gr 1LFROH &KXQJ VKDUHV KHU
promise for prospective foster parents and for all those wi H[SHULHQFH 5HDG LW KHUH

. o . TinyURL.com/76ey8hba

keep his commands. “I will not leave you as orphans, | wil
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Stephanie Shivers is an administrator for
The Village House and provides trauma-

informed care at Church of the City in
Franklin, Tennessee.

Wrap Around Families

3XUH UHOLJLRQ FDUHV IRU RUSKDQV DQG ZLGRZV LQ W
/KLV YHUVH LV WKH KHDUWEHDW RI RXU FKXUFK DYV
JUDQNOLQ 7HQQHVVHH ,I \RX DWWHQG &KXUFK RI WKH
WLPH \RX-00O TXLFNO\ FRPH WR UHDOL]H WKDW VWDUV
YXOQHUDEOH FKLOGUHQ LV IRXQGDWLRQDO

e believe that not everyone is called to foster oto provide two meals a month for the Jones family. Christy
adopt, but as the Body of Christ, we are all callpabvides weekly laundry support by picking up their clothes
to help — provide care in the form of a meal, every Wednesday morning and bringing it back, laundered
laundry services, babysitting, prayer or simply an encouragmyfolded, in the evening. John and Betty provide relief care
word to foster and adoptive families. When these families fieethe family two times a month by watching all ve children
loved and cared for, they can better care for the vulnerabléor 2-3 hours so Mr. and Mrs. Jones can enjoy a much-needed
children in their homes. date night. is unit makes up a Wrap Around team for the
An estimated 391,000 children are currently displacedlones family.
from their homes and in foster care. ese children are unable Another service of our Wrap Around ministry is called
to live with their biological parents due to abuse, neglect dNrap Around Closet, which provides free clothing, toys, car
other unstable living situations. For these reasons, childreseats and other needed items for the care of a foster child
nd themselves either living with family members, close to families all across Middle Tennessee (and even outside
friends or in a foster home. Children in foster care come ffiannessee). e Wrap Around Closet serves 30-40 families
a hard place and have endured trauma, which often creategekly and 60-100 kids per month.
higher needs and requires more care and attention thana  Wrap Around ministry can look di erent in di erent
biological child. contexts. is ministry plays a vital role in supporting
Church of the City’s Wrap Around ministry provides vulnerable children, their families and their foster families,
support to foster families within our church in multiple wayand it enables churches to participate in systemic change for a
e Jones family, for example, have three biological childrefetter community. is is how we bear one another’s burdens,
and two foster children. Sally, another church member, and so ful Il the law of Christ (Galatians 6:@).
recently attended Wrap Around training and has a desire
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Where Grace Abounds
All the More

, ORRNHG &UDLJ VWUDLJKW LQ WKH H\HV DQG VDLG O©c<
FULHG DQG UHIXVHG WR VSHDN WR PH IRU KRXUV 7R E
WR PH , ZRXOG KDYH UHIXVHG WR VSHDN WR KLP ,=P ¢

DUJXLQJ %XW , UHPHPEHU LQWHQWLRQDOO\ KLGLQJ D
IRXQG

heard those words, even from Asher, though heariable foster parents have the least amount of control over
was Craig’s stepson. From foster youth, these is the foster youth, whose trauma has likely left them feeling
words are common. Looking back, | realize these words weneken and lost.
probably di cult for him to hear because he desperately Foster care is a place of such redemption for so many.
wanted to be a biological father, or any kind of father, reallitbandoned children, barren couples (and fruitful ones too,
He wanted to attach himself to me, because he wanted todoengtimes), and a broken system come together to re ect
father in every way, including me perceiving him as my da@od’s adoption of his children and an Abba, Daddy-like,
But parents cant go into foster care to ful ll whatis  fatherly love we all seek from the time we are born.

W hen he addressed the issue, he told me he'd néwveken and lost in themselves, because in foster care the
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Tori Hope Petersen LV DQ
DXWKRU VSHDNHU DQG FRIRXQ

Rl %HORYHG ,QLWLDWLYH

But we cannot go into foster care seeking full- edged God makes families whole and o ers his children a home
healing — as children, as parents, or advocates wanting tthrough adoption.
redeem our stories. e only factor that will truly and fully Reuni cation is not always the best option, nor is
heal us from the inside out is believing that God is our Ablaoption always the best option. e foster care community
— our Daddy, who takes care of us, protects us, and love&usws, possibly more than anyone else, that two di erent
as we are. feelings and ideas, like joy and sorrow, or gain and loss, can
| usually recommend to infertile couples that if they gdive in the same place. We know tension all too well, so we
involved in foster care because they want babies, they shauldt not paint adoption or reuni cation as always good or
prepare themselves for older children. Many times, infertilbad. Restoring families is not black-and-white. It's a beautiful
couples who wish to adopt through foster care say yes to masterpiece of colors unnamed and newly discovered.
placements who are older, hopeful it will work out. ough Many times I've held the knowledge of God’s love in one
intentions are sweet, many of them are unprepared for tedraagkand the idea that earthly means can heal me in my other
behaviors or reuni cation, though reuni cation with the ~ hand. In my right hand | hold tight onto the truth that God
biological family is a large part of the foster care system. loves, and in my left hand | hold just as tight onto the lie that
| am not enough as | am. But here’s the truth for all of those
who feel that way.

JRVWHU FDUH LV VROHO\ W Re§X3raqeem YR gough when you face
ﬁ,\/ﬁough when that adoption falls through.

infertility. Yoy a
Q HHGV RI WKH PRVW YXO @J}Lrgelﬁotg n the beautiful life you've imagined looks
IDPLOLHY DQG FKLOGUH QudieQnaRyXuld ef@r EeMV. kofRakd enough when you react to

I YO triggers.

You are enough when you aren't adopted on earth.
You are enough because you are adopted in heaven. You are

Children arent products we get to choose for our ownenough because God is enough, and through his Spirit, he
convenience. Rather, children are gifts to foster parents tanakes you enough. You are enough not because of anything
re ne their already God-given gifts. e purpose of foster cayeu've done or anything you'll ever do. You're enough because
is not cheap adoption. e purpose of foster care is to make&sod sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to die on the cross, to declare
families whole, and while sometimes that happens througthat his enough-ness can make it so that you are e@ough.
adoption, other times it happens through reuni cation. And
many times, it's not with a newborn. If you're going into foster
care to Il your own picture-perfect hopes and dreams, yo‘
going into foster care for the wrong reasons. Foster care .
solely to ful Il the needs of the most vulnerable families a
children in our nation.

Now, many families do go into foster care and adoptid
to ful Il their own wants, but because God is so kind to us,
he aligns our hearts with his. Foster care and adoption ca
entered into for sel sh reasons, but what a reason for grad
to abound all the more. Truly, this is foster care. God resto
families broken apart through reuni cation. God brings Lifeway.com
multiple families together to help raise children in foster ca




Walter Km LV SUHVLGHQW RI WKH
1DWLRQDO $VVRFLDWLRQ RI (YDQ.

32676&5,37

Becoming a Laboratory
of Love

, Q JUHG 5RJHUV RI ©0LVWHU 5RIJHUV- 1HLJKERUKRI
VNHSWLFDO 6HQDWH 6 XEFRPPLWWHH RQ &RPPXQLFDWIL
KLV FKLOGUHQ-V SURJUDP ,Q OLWWOH PRUH WKDQ VL
PXOWLPHGLD SUHVHQWDWLRQ RU PXFK RUDWRULFDO 3
FDVH IRU WKH GLJQLW\ DQG GHVLUHV RI FKLOGUHQ

self-professed “tough guy” Senator John Pastore of God belongs to such as these” (Luke 18:16); the Holy Spirt
declared himself roused with “goose bumps” by thgrants us a spirit of adoption that enables our hearts to cry out
testimony. It seemed that people’s imaginations wandered’dhbk, Father” (Romans 8:15), whether in joy or in sorrow,
to their own childhoods, with all their hopes and hurts. e and always in hope. God commits himself to “defend the
moment dispelled cynicism about what adults could do anchuse of the fatherless” (Deuteronomy 10:18) and calls us
summoned empathy for what children most need. to do the same (Exodus 22:22; Psalm 82:3; Isaiah 1:17;
Each child is unique, but our needs are universal. Motlamnes 1:27).
Teresa once said that “the biggest disease today is not leprosysod may be rousing your spirit. Maybe the Spirit crying
or tuberculosis, but rather the feeling of being unwanted, out “Abba, Father” is taking on a new meaning. Pay attention,
uncared for and deserted by everybody.” e family is God'slo some research, have some conversations, and pray.
laboratory of love, where we are intended to discover dignitihile fostering or adopting is not everyone’s call, the steady
security and trust. Yet, for too many children, the lab has lm@eamulation of kind deeds and the encircling support of the
shut down, or the experiments of life have somehow goneChurch should enable us to live out more fully our call to be
awry. the family of God@
is must rouse God’s heart. e themes of adoption
and care for children pulse throughout Scripture. God adopts
Old Testament Israel as his “ rstborn son” (Exodus 4:22);

I I is presentation so compelled the audience that eveesus invites the children into his presence “for the kingdom
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