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At the National Association of 
Evangelicals, you will:

Discover Resources

Our resources — including articles, podcasts, publications, 
statements, videos and more — are designed to inspire and 

inform your voice and ministry.

Make Connections

The NAE connects you to a broader network of evangelicals who 
are united by faith and to leading voices in and outside of the 

evangelical community.

Grow Influence

When you partner with us, you give greater voice to the gospel 
in our society. We can do more together. At the NAE, we use 

Influence for Good. 

Welcome to the
Christian Student 
Leadership Conference.
 
Not for the faint-hearted, faithful public witness requires “work produced 
by faith, labor prompted by love, and endurance inspired by hope” (1 
Thessalonians 1:3).

At the 2025 Christian Student Leadership Conference, you will learn 
more about issues dominating our culture’s conversations and how to 
effectively advocate for much-needed reforms. This includes not only 
what issues we advocate for, but how we advocate for them.

The challenges we face are complex and dynamic, and most of us are 
not policy experts. Yet we engage in the public square because just 
governance is part of the calling God gave us in creation. We believe 
that the Bible offers valuable insights on how to carry out that calling. 
In a democracy — even an imperfect one like ours — we share in the 
responsibilities of governing. We engage because what happens in 
Washington affects our communities and the world. We engage because 
Jesus told us to love our neighbors both at home and abroad. 

We have invited leaders and advocates from across the political 
spectrum to join us this week in a wide-ranging conversation on how to 
be a faithful public witness. Christians do not always agree, with others 
or even among ourselves, about the details of policy proposals or the 
best strategies for reform. With this in mind, we invite you to join in the 
conversation with each other and the speakers in a spirit of humility and 
hope.

Galen Carey 
NAE Vice President of Government Relations
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About the NAE
Central to everything we do at the NAE is the core conviction that we 
are called to be an Influence for Good. Since 1942, we have been uniting 
and mobilizing evangelicals in common cause for the common good. 
We represent around 40 denominations and thousands of churches, 
schools and nonprofit organizations who understand that together we 
can do so much more than on our own!

Our mission is to honor God by connecting and representing 
evangelical Christians.

Our vision is a thriving evangelical community that is equipped to 
navigate complexity with biblical clarity.

NAE’s Areas of Impact:

• Equipping Leaders – The NAE seeks to encourage, resource and 
empower evangelical leaders, especially during times of polarization 
and confusion. 
• Strengthening Churches & Denominations – The NAE 
convenes gatherings, facilitates conversations, leads movements 
and provides resources on a host of issues relevant to the evangelical 
community. 
• Resourcing & Educating Evangelicals for Thoughtful Action 
– The NAE strives to be a trusted voice of information and biblically-
grounded counsel.  
• Transforming Social & Political Engagement – The NAE seeks 
to transform social and political engagement from a “culture war” 
mindset to a winsome presentation of biblically-based values and a 
commitment to the common good. 
• Uniting for Global Impact – The NAE supports and participates 
in various global movements and organizations whose purpose is to 
amplify a holistic gospel witness around the world.
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Conference Etiquette
-Arrive 10 minutes before the start of each session, and be sure 
to account for security lines.
-Electronic devices should be silenced during all of the sessions.
-Please wear your name tag throughout the conference. 
-The dress code for each event will be business attire (no ripped 
jeans). There is substantial walking during the days and waiting 
in lines outside while getting through security in government 
buildings. Please come prepared for this. 

A Caveat
-Speakers represent their own views, not necessarily the views 
of the NAE. Non-NAE materials included in the packets or 
sessions do not imply NAE endorsement.

Metro Cards
-Use the Metro card in your registration packet for transportation 
to various site locations. We have preloaded $10 to help 
supplement your cost.
-The NAE reuses the cards each year. At the end of the 
conference, please give your card to an NAE staff member or 
leave it at the hotel front desk.

Food Service
-All scheduled meals are included in your registration costs. 
You are responsible for covering your lunch on Tuesday and 
Wednesday and your dinner on Tuesday.
-Our session on Thursday will include lunch.
-In your registration packet, you will find 2 breakfast
vouchers for the hotel restaurant for use on Tuesday,

 
Wednesday, Thursday or Friday. The hotel restaurant opens at 
6:30 a.m.
-You also will receive $20 to cover the cost of your two remaining 
breakfasts.

Security
-Please carry a current government-issued photo ID to all off-site 
locations. 
-Refrain from making jokes during the security process.
-Most buildings have metal detectors. Do not bring anything that 
would be considered a weapon, including pocket knives. 

Internet Access
-Standard internet access is included in your room rate. You will 
not be charged extra for this. Please select the standard option. 
Contact the hotel front desk if you have trouble connecting.

Hotel Check-out
-It is your responsibility to check out by 11 a.m. on Friday. The 
hotel will hold your luggage in the Yosemite room on the second 
floor behind the elevators. Please tip accordingly.

NAE Staff Contacts
Jennifer Haglof 703.731.9620
Steve Eng 320.808.4358 
Rylee Lacy 817.209.7779
Samantha Conway 202.246.5129

THINGS TO DO IN D.C.

TIPS FOR YOUR CONGRESSIONAL VISITS
During the conference, you will have the opportunity to experience one of the blessings of democracy by meeting with your 
senators and representative or members of their staff. Members of Congress represent you, and you are performing an important 
public service by helping them know what issues are important to you, and why. You don’t have to be a policy expert, just an 
informed voter. 

-You can reach the offices of any member of Congress or the Senate by dialing the main switchboard 
at 202-224-3121.

-Arrive around 10 minutes early wearing business attire, even if Congress is out of session and staff is 
dressed more casually.

-Address the member as “Representative” if in the House of Representatives, or as “Senator” if in the 
Senate. If not meeting with member directly, sir and ma’am would be appropriate for staff members.

-Include where you are from and your reason for being in Washington.

-Do not overwhelm staff with a myriad of issues. Stick to two if meeting with a member directly or 
maybe three if meeting with staff. More questions may be asked depending on the time it takes to 
answer the question. 

-Be versed in the topics you plan to discuss and know the voting record of the senator or 
representative that you are meeting with. Check VoteSmart.org for the voting record.

-Overall, be respectful of the person and their position, even if you may disagree with things they say.

-Make sure to thank everyone in the office, grab some business cards, and send some form of thank 
you to the office. A letter is preferred, but an email is a nice gesture as well.

GENERAL INFORMATION

NAE.org

@NAEvangelicals

-The main Smithsonian museums are conveniently located on 
the National Mall, between the Capitol and the Washington 
Monument, and have free admission. 

-While near the Capitol, check out the Library of Congress. You 
can even get your own library card — a great D.C. souvenir. 
Open from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

-Check out Museum of the Bible, located at 400 4th St. SW. 
Open from 10 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Tickets are $20. 

-Enjoy some tropical weather at the National Botanical Gardens, 
located at 100 Maryland Ave. SW and open from 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

 

-The Arlington National Cemetery is a highlight to many. The 
Changing of the Guard can be seen every hour on the hour. 
The cemetery is open from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. and is located at the 
Arlington Cemetery Metro stop. 

-The Holocaust Museum is south of the National Mall. It is open 
from 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m., but they do not admit anyone into the 
building after 4:30 p.m.
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NAE STAFF
GALEN CAREY | Vice President of Government Relations
Galen Carey, NAE vice president of government relations, is responsible for 
representing the NAE before Congress, the White House and the courts. He works 
to advance the approach and principles of the NAE document, “For the Health of 
the Nation.” He is also co-author with Leith Anderson of “Faith in the Voting Booth.” 
Before joining the NAE staff, Carey was a longtime employee of World Relief, the 
relief and development arm of the NAE, serving in Croatia, Mozambique, Kenya, 
Indonesia and Burundi. He received an M.Div. from Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School, and a Doctor of Ministry from McCormick Theological Seminary. 

STEVE ENG | Advocacy Director
Steven Eng, advocacy director of the National Association of Evangelicals, works 
with NAE leaders, constituents and others to help advance the principles of the NAE 
document, “For the Health of the Nation,” as they use their God-given influence to 
bless our nation. Eng served for three decades as an ordained evangelical pastor in the 
Evangelical Covenant Church. He received a degree in political science from St. Olaf 
College and a M.Div. degree from North Park Theological Seminary. 

JENNIFER HAGLOF | Senior Director of Projects & Events
Jennifer Haglof, senior director of projects and events, has served at the NAE since 
2002. During this time, she has held numerous roles. She currently oversees the 
coordination of a variety of projects and also develops and manages NAE events 
including the Washington Briefing and Christian Student Leadership Conference. 
Haglof has a B.S. in government from Liberty University and J.D. from Regent 
University.

SAMANTHA CONWAY | Sponsorship & Project Manager
Samantha Conway manages sponsorship for the National Association of Evangelicals 
and also serves as project manager for NAE Financial Health. In this role, she works 
closely with Brian Kluth on Bless Your Pastor, a national generosity campaign that 
provides church congregations with opportunities to find creative ways to care for 
their pastors. Conway earned her bachelor’s degree in communication from Denison 
University.

RYLEE LACY | Advocacy & Policy Manager
Rylee Lacy serves as the NAE’s advocacy and policy manager. In this role, she works 
with the government relations team to advocate for the principles of the NAE 
document, “For the Health of the Nation.” Lacy has prior experience in both the 
U.S. Senate and the U.S. House of Representatives, and as an account executive at 
Pinkston, a public relations firm based in Falls Church, Virginia. Lacy graduated 
from Columbia University with a B.A. in political science.

Young Evangelicals
 for Climate Action
Join a movement of faithful climate action!
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MONDAY, JANUARY 27

TUESDAY, JANUARY 28

5:00-6:00 p.m.	 Conference Registration – Congressional A/Lobby Level
6:00-9:00 p.m.	 Dinner – Congressional A/Lobby Level
	 	 Courageous Convictions | Galen Carey (page 12)
		  Courageous Convictions | Michael Wear (page 12)
		  Matthew 5:9 | Brandon Cleaver & Tom Breeden (page 12-13)
		  Courageous Convictions | Toni Kim (page 13)

8:00 a.m.		  Arrival for Security at Hart Senate Office Building

8:15 a.m.-12:00 p.m.	 Morning Session – Hart Senate Office Building, Room 902
		  Family, Life and Religious Freedom | Sen. Markwayne Mullin (page 16)
		  Challenges and Opportunities of Public Service | Toby Douthat (page 18)
		  Challenges and Opportunities of Public Service | Demarion Johnson (page 18)
		  Challenges and Opportunities of Public Service | Sen. Chuck Grassley (page 18)
		  Challenges and Opportunities of Public Service | Lisa Schultz (page 19)
		  Advocacy | Heather Valentine (page 20) 
		  Equal Justice USA | Sam Heath (page 32) 
12:00-1:30 p.m.	 Lunch on Your Own in the Dirksen Cafeteria

1:30-5:30 p.m.	 Hart Senate Office Building

	 	 Afternoon Session – Hart Senate Office Building, Room 902			 

		  Advocacy Training | Steve Eng & Rylee Lacy (page 20) 
		  Creation Care | Jessica Moerman (page 24)
		  Creation Care | Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (page 24)
		  Racial Justice | Sen. Raphael Warnock (page 32)
		  Challenges and Opportunities of Public Service | Susan Occhipinti (page 19)
		  Courageous Convictions | Sen. Chris Murphy (page 28) 
5:30-7:00 p.m.	 Dinner on Your Own and Free Time

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29

THURSDAY, JANUARY 30

FRIDAY, JANUARY 31

8:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m.	 Hilton Washington DC National Mall the Wharf – 480 L’Enfant Plaza SW		

		  Joint Session With CCCU Presidents

		  David Hoag, Dan Boone, Joy Mosley and Romanita Hairston (page 34)
12:00-1:00 p.m.	 Lunch on Your Own	

1:00-4:30 p.m.	 Congressional Visits and Free Time – Congressional appointments will be 		
		  given out during the week (pages 30-31)
6:00-9:00 p.m.	 Dinner – Hyatt Regency, Thornton Room, 11th Floor	 			 
		  Courageous Convictions | Galen Carey (page 28)
		  Courageous Convictions | Justin Giboney (page 28)
		  Coalition for Christian Outreach | York Moore (page 32)
		

8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.	 Morning Session – Hyatt Regency, Thornton Room, 11th Floor
		  Courageous Convictions | Walter Kim (page 29) 
		  Prison Fellowship | Jermaine Wilson (page 33)
		  Family, Life and Religious Freedom | Tina Whittington (page 16)
		  Immigration Reform | Kristie De Peña (page 36)
		  Immigration Reform | Elizabeth Neumann (page 36)
12:30-2:00 p.m.	 Council on Foreign Relations – 1777 F Street NW Suite #100			 

		  Peace and International Relations | Ebenezer Obadare (page 26)
3:00-5:00 p.m.	 National Museum of African American History – 1400 Constitution Ave. NW
		  Racial Justice | Brittany Levingston (page 27)
5:00-7:00 p.m.	 Free Time

7:00-9:00 p.m.	 Fogo de Chao Brazilian Steakhouse

		  1101 Pennsylvania Ave. NW

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.	  Free Time for Sight Seeing

SCHEDULE
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COURAGEOUS CONVICTIONS

TONI KIM | Courageous Convictions

Toni Kim is the director of spiritual care for the National 
Association of Evangelicals. For 17 years, she was a minister at 
Park Street Church in downtown Boston. She received her B.S. 
from Yale University, and a master in Christian studies from 
Regent College. Kim is an advocate for educational equity and 
serves on the boards of Regent College and Abundant Life, a local 
Christian Community Development nonprofit. She is licensed 
with the Conservative Congregational Christian Conference.  

GALEN CAREY | Courageous Convictions

Galen Carey, NAE vice president of government relations, is 
responsible for representing the NAE before Congress, the White 
House and the courts. He works to advance the approach and 
principles of the NAE document, “For the Health of the Nation.” 
He is also co-author with Leith Anderson of “Faith in the Voting 
Booth.” Before joining the NAE staff, Carey was a longtime 
employee of World Relief, the relief and development arm of the 
NAE, serving in Croatia, Mozambique, Kenya, Indonesia and 
Burundi. He received an M.Div. from Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School, and a Doctor of Ministry from McCormick Theological 
Seminary. 

BRANDON CLEAVER | Matthew 5:9

Brandon Cleaver serves as the Matthew 5:9 Fellowship program 
director. For years, he has spoken to diverse groups around the 
country and sought to engage cultural questions and concerns 
within the context of Christian hope. Cleaver has written for 
various publications, serves on the Woodside Bible Church 
teaching team, and helps host the Everyday Theology podcast. 
Cleaver graduated from Michigan State University with a major 
in journalism and a minor in sociology. He completed a master’s 
degree in Christian apologetics from Biola University and an 
M.Div. in interdisciplinary studies through Moody Theological 
Seminary. 

TOM BREEDEN | Matthew 5:9

Tom Breeden is the pastoral advisor for the One America 
Movement. He is also a teaching elder in the Presbyterian Church 
in America and previously served as the associate pastor at a 
PCA church in Charlottesville, Virginia. Breeden holds a B.A. in 
sociology from the University of Virginia and an M.Div. from 
Reformed Theological Seminary.  

MICHAEL WEAR | Courageous Convictions

Micheal Wear is founder, president, and CEO of the Center for 
Christianity and Public Life, a nonpartisan nonprofit based in the 
nation’s capital with the mission of contending for the credibility 
of Christian resources in public life. He has served as a trusted 
resource and advisor for a range of civic leaders on matters of 
faith and public life for the last 15 years, including as a White 
House and presidential campaign staffer. Wear previously led 
Public Square Strategies, a consulting firm he founded that helps 
organizations and businesses navigate the rapidly changing 
American religious and political landscape. He is a graduate of 
George Washington University. 
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1. What leaders are you most excited to hear from this week? Why?

2. As you think about the future of our nation, what opportunities give 
you hope, and what challenges worry or discourage you?

3. What contributions do you hope to make over your lifetime toward 
addressing these opportunities and challenges?

 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION & DISCUSSION

COURAGEOUS CONVICTIONS (cont.)

NOTES
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1. What are the roles of family, church and government in God’s plan 
for human flourishing?  

2. How can Americans with diverse and conflicting views on the 
sanctity of life, marriage, gender and family live together peacefully 
despite their deep differences? 

3. What legal restrictions or prohibitions on abortion do you support, if 
any?  

4. Do you favor policies such as paid family leave, child care assistance, 
enhanced child tax credit, or family allowances, to help prospective 
parents with the costs and burdens of raising children? Are these 
policies a legitimate part of a pro-life agenda?  

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION & DISCUSSIONSEN. MARKWAYNE MULLIN | Family, Life and Religious 
Freedom  
Senator Markwayne Mullin is a business owner and cow-calf 
rancher in Oklahoma. Sworn into the U.S. Senate in January 
2023 after a decade in the U.S. House of Representatives, he is a 
member of the Cherokee Nation and the first Tribal citizen in the 
Senate in nearly two decades. A former undefeated MMA fighter, 
Sen. Mullin holds a degree in applied science in construction 
technology from Oklahoma State University Institute of 
Technology and an honorary doctorate from Bacone College. He 
serves on the Senate Armed Services; Environment and Public 
Works; Health, Education, Labor and Pensions; and Indian Affairs 
Committees.

FAMILY, LIFE AND RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

TINA WHITTINGTON | Family, Life & Religious Freedom
Tina Whittington has over two decades of experience of pro-life 
outreach with a focus on reaching and activating youth to join 
the pro-life movement. Whittington currently serves the Pro-Life 
Generation as Students for Life’s executive vice president. This 
work includes managing the daily operations of SFLA as well as 
a team of 100, the majority of whom are spread throughout the 
country and managed virtually, plus over 1,500 student groups 
in all 50 United States. She is a graduate of Portland Community 
College.
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Demarion L. Johnson is a communications strategist with 
experience in public service and political operations. He 
currently serves as press secretary for Sen. Tim Scott, having 
previously served as deputy press secretary and as deputy 
director of advance for the senator’s 2024 presidential campaign. 
Johnson has also worked in the offices of Rep. Blake Moore and 
Sen. Mitch McConnell. Johnson holds a bachelor’s degree in 
communication and a minor in political science from Asbury 
University.  

PUBLIC SERVICE

SEN. CHARLES GRASSLEY | Public Service

Senator Chuck Grassley has served as one of Iowa’s U.S. senators 
since 1981. Born on a farm in Butler County, Iowa, on September 
17, 1933, Grassley continues to farm today. His upbringing during 
the Great Depression instilled principles of conservationism 
and fiscal conservatism. His diverse work experience, including 
farming and factory work, also guides his policymaking. Grassley 
is the longest-serving U.S. senator in Iowa history, and is known 
for his bipartisanship and pragmatism. Grassley studied political 
science at the University of Northern Iowa.  

TOBY DOUTHAT | Public Service

Toby Douthat is the executive director of the Problem Solvers 
Caucus, a bipartisan group of 60 members of Congress equally 
divided between Democrats and Republicans. Under the co-
chairmanship of Reps. Brian Fitzpatrick and Josh Gottheimer, 
the caucus aims to find common ground on our country’s most 
pressing challenges. Douthat previously served as executive 
director of Engage, a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
promoting women’s economic security. She also worked for Sen. 
Lindsey Graham for almost seven years in his D.C. office and on 
his successful 2020 reelection campaign. Douthat is a graduate of 
the University of South Carolina.  

DEMARION JOHNSON | Public Service

1. To what extent do you feel prepared to have civil, productive 
conversations with persons with whom you have strong 
disagreements?  

2. Are you more or less likely to support a candidate who works across 
the aisle for bipartisan compromises on contentious issues? Why?  

3. What type of public service would you enjoy most?  

4. How do you envision your future career contributing to public 
service?  

5. Compared to your parents, do you expect to devote more or less time 
and energy to public service throughout your lifetime? 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION & DISCUSSION

Susan is a policy advisor for Senate Majority Leader John Thune. 
Before joining Leader Thune’s team, she worked as a professional 
staff member for the House Appropriations Financial Services 
and General Government Subcommittee under Chairman 
Tom Cole. Prior to her work on appropriations, she held 
various legislative and policy roles for Senator James Lankford, 
most recently as senior policy advisor. Susan is a graduate of 
Oklahoma State University.

LISA SCHULTZ | Public Service

Lisa Wink Schultz is the chief of staff for the Senate Chaplain, 
where she leads Bible studies, coordinates interfaith events, and 
supports Senate members in their faith journeys. Married to 
Timothy Schultz, president of the 1st Amendment Partnership 
(1AP), they share a mission to highlight the value of faith for the 
common good. Lisa Schultz is an ordained deacon at Church of 
the Advent, dedicated to connecting people to God and fostering 
peace. 

SUSAN OCCHIPINTI | Public Service
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QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION & DISCUSSION

1. Do you have experience advocating with your members of Congress? 
If yes, what have you learned from that experience? If no, why have you 
not tried to use your voice in this way?  

2. Effective change requires the actions of many individuals and 
groups. Do you hope to influence the advocacy priorities and actions of 
others? In what direction? 

3. What do you hope to learn and achieve through your congressional 
visits tomorrow? 

ADVOCACY

STEVE ENG | Advocacy Training

Steven Eng, advocacy director of the National Association of 
Evangelicals, works with NAE leaders, constituents and others to 
help advance the principles of the NAE document, “For the Health 
of the Nation,” as they use their God-given influence to bless our 
nation. Eng served for three decades as an ordained evangelical 
pastor in the Evangelical Covenant Church. He received a degree 
in political science from St. Olaf College and a M.Div. degree from 
North Park Theological Seminary.

RYLEE LACY | Advocacy Training

Rylee Lacy serves as the NAE’s advocacy and policy manager. 
In this role, she works with the government relations team 
to advocate for the principles of the NAE document, “For the 
Health of the Nation.” Lacy has prior experience in both the U.S. 
Senate and the U.S. House of Representatives, and as an account 
executive at Pinkston, a public relations firm based in Falls 
Church, Virginia. Lacy graduated from Columbia University with 
a B.A. in political science.

HEATHER VALENTINE | Advocacy

Heather Valentine is the founder of Valentine Strategies Group.  
She has worked in many roles in Washington, D.C., including 
former press secretary to Speaker John Boehner, government 
relations director for Bread for the World and conference chair 
with J.C. Watts. She has always worked in spaces that affect those 
living in poverty. Her goal is to bring Republicans to the table for 
bipartisan wins. She has been named a top lobbyist by Politico.  
Heather is a graduate of the University of Florida.



2322

Advocate for justice 
that restores

J O I N  T H E  M O V E M E N T:

prisonfellowship.org/advocate

DO YOU WANT TO
BE A

WORLD CHANGER?

Join Christ in His mission to transform the world by equipping
World Changers on the college campus. Invest your passion
and gifts in campus ministry through the CCO.

Discover how you can make a difference after graduation. 

Transforming college students 
to transform the world.

ARE YOU IN?

ccojubilee.org/careers
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QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION & DISCUSSION

1. What environmental policies or issues most interest or concern you? 
Why?  

2. To what extent do you support or oppose President Trump’s 
proposals to reduce support for renewable energy and increase the 
production and use of fossil fuels? 

3. Do you feel a personal responsibility to care for God’s creation? What 
role does advocacy play in fulfilling this responsibility? 

CREATION CARE

JESSICA MOERMAN | Creation Care

Jessica Moerman is a climate and environmental scientist, pastor, 
educator and advocate. She serves as president and CEO of the 
Evangelical Environmental Network, after serving for several 
years as vice president. Moerman has held research positions 
at John Hopkins University, University of Michigan and the 
Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History. Prior to 
joining EEN, she was a science and technology policy fellow with 
the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) 
at the U.S. Department of Energy. Moerman received her Ph.D. 
in earth and atmospheric sciences from the Georgia Institute of 
Technology.

SEN. SHELDON WHITEHOUSE | Creation Care

Senator Sheldon Whitehouse has been representing Rhode Island 
in the U.S. Senate since 2007. Prior to being elected to the Senate, 
Whitehouse served as U.S. attorney from 1993 to 1998 and the 71st 
attorney general of Rhode Island from 1999 to 2003. He founded 
the Rhode Island Quality Institute, an organization dedicated 
to improving health care quality in Rhode Island. Currently 
he serves on the Finance Committee; Judiciary Committee; 
Environment and Public Works Committee; and Budget 
Committee. Whitehouse is a graduate of Yale University and the 
University of Virginia School of Law.
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PEACE AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION & DISCUSSION

1. What new information did you learn from your visit to the National 
Museum of African American History and Culture? 

2. What emotions were stirred in you by the exhibits? 

3. What are your convictions about racial justice in the United States?  

BRITTANY LEVINGSTON | National Museum on African 
American History
Brittany Levingston is a curator of religion at the Center for 
the Study of African American Religious Life at the National 
Museum of African American History and Culture. Her research 
centers on Christ and salvation themes in 20th-century African 
American literature. Previously, she was the senior manager of 
interpretation at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, and received 
a Leading Edge fellowship from the American Council of Learned 
Societies in 2021. Levingston holds a Ph.D. in English and African 
American Studies from Yale University and a B.A. from Southern 
Methodist University.  

EBENEZER OBADARE | Peace and International Relations

Ebenezer Obadare is Douglas Dillon Senior Fellow for Africa 
studies at the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR). Before joining 
CFR, he was professor of sociology at the University of Kansas, 
Lawrence. He is also a senior fellow at the New York University 
School of Professional Studies Center for Global Affairs, as well as 
a fellow at the University of South Africa’s Institute of Theology. 
Obadare is the author of numerous works on civil society and 
the state, and religion and politics in Africa. His next book, “The 
Nigerian Century,” an analysis of how a nation in the throes of 
social anomie can be made whole again, will be published by 
Oxford University Press. 

MUSEUM TOUR

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION & DISCUSSION

1. What alliances, trade agreements, global health partnerships and 
humanitarian needs should the United States prioritize?  

2. Do you think President Trump’s America First agenda will strengthen 
or weaken our national security and prosperity? Why?  

3. Should the United States be concerned about what Russia, China or 
Iran do to other countries?  What can be done to reduce the threat of 
more wars of aggression?  



2928

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION & DISCUSSION

1. What leaders do you admire for their courageous convictions? 

2. What kind of leader do you hope to be, and in what sphere of 
influence? 

3. What convictions do you hold that require courage to publicly 
support?  

COURAGEOUS CONVICTIONS

JUSTIN GIBONEY | Courageous Convictions

Justin Giboney is an attorney and political strategist in Atlanta, 
Georgia. He is also the co-founder and president of the AND 
Campaign, a Christian civic organization. Giboney served as the 
co-chair of Obama for America’s Gen44-Atlanta initiative, and in 
2012 and 2016 Georgia’s 5th congressional district elected him as a 
delegate for the Democratic National Convention. He has written 
op-eds for publications such as Christianity Today and The Hill. 
Giboney earned a bachelor’s degree in Human and Organizational 
Development with a minor in philosophy before going on to earn 
a Juris Doctor degree from Vanderbilt Law School. 

WALTER KIM | Courageous Convictions

Walter Kim has been president of the National Association 
of Evangelicals since January 2020. He previously served as a 
pastor at Boston’s historic Park Street Church and at churches 
in Vancouver, Canada and Charlottesville, Virginia, as well as 
a campus chaplain at Yale University. He preaches, writes and 
engages in collaborative leadership to connect the Bible to the 
intellectual and cultural issues of the day. He regularly teaches 
in conferences and classrooms; addresses faith concerns with 
elected officials and public institutions; and provides theological 
and cultural commentary to leading news outlets. He serves on 
the boards of Christianity Today and World Relief and consults 
with a wide range of organizations. Kim received his Ph.D. from 
Harvard University in Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations, 
his M.Div. from Regent College in Vancouver, and his B.A. from 
Northwestern University. 

GALEN CAREY | Courageous Convictions

Galen Carey, NAE vice president of government relations, is 
responsible for representing the NAE before Congress, the White 
House and the courts. He works to advance the approach and 
principles of the NAE document, “For the Health of the Nation.” 
He is also co-author with Leith Anderson of “Faith in the Voting 
Booth.” Before joining the NAE staff, Carey was a longtime 
employee of World Relief, the relief and development arm of the 
NAE, serving in Croatia, Mozambique, Kenya, Indonesia and 
Burundi. He received an M.Div. from Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School, and a Doctor of Ministry from McCormick Theological 
Seminary. 

SEN. CHRIS MURPHY | Courageous Convictions

Sen. Chris Murphy has served as the junior U.S. senator for 
Connecticut since 2013. Prior to his election to the U.S. Senate, 
Murphy served Connecticut’s Fifth Congressional District 
for three terms in the U.S. House of Representatives. Murphy 
authored the Frank Melville Supportive Housing Investment 
Act to revitalize housing programs for people with disabilities. 
Before getting elected to Congress, Murphy served for eight years 
in the Connecticut General Assembly. He graduated from the 
University of Connecticut School of Law and practiced real estate 
and banking law in Hartford, Connecticut.
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QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION & DISCUSSION

1. What did you learn about the role and responsibilities of the persons 
with whom you met?

2. What did you learn about the views of your representatives and 
senators on the issue(s) you discussed?

3. How well did your group articulate the issue(s) you discussed, and 
the impact of congressional action or inaction in this area on the people 
of your state or congressional district?

CONGRESSIONAL MEETINGS

NOTES

Resources
Enjoy a library of free resources tailored to the pastors and leaders in our
network to help them learn about division and peacemaking, employing our 
model of integrating social science research and biblical principles.  

Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children

of God. Matthew 5:9

A Polarized Country Needs a Peacemaking Church The Matthew 5:9 Fellowship is a
network of Christian leaders
shepherding their communities to live
out the gospel and to place their
identity in Christ above partisanship and
societal divisions. In the midst of today’s
contentious culture, we identify,
encourage, and equip leaders in the
American evangelical church to be
peacemakers, not merely peacekeepers.

What We Offer

Relationships 
Connect with like-minded leaders who are committed to resisting the toxic
polarization in our communities. 

Renewal 
Be spiritually refreshed through our events and retreats, that our
peacemaking may be an overflow of the gospel of peace.

Rev. Brandon Cleaver
Program Director

Brandon@Matthew59.org

Pastor Tom Breeden
Senior Pastoral Advisor
Tom@Matthew59.org

Pastor Keith Myer
SBC Outreach Manager 
Keith@Matthew59.org

Pastor Dean Kuest
Pastor of Pastors 

Dean.Kuest@gmail.com

April Brooks
Sr. Content Manager 
April@Matthew59.org

Gina Watkins
Events Manager

Gina@OneAmericaMovement.org

The Matthew 5:9 
Fellowship Team



3332

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION & DISCUSSION

1. How do you define justice? 

2. What responsibility do Americans and their governments bear for 
the historical injustices perpetrated against African Americans and 
Native Americans? What actions should individuals, institutions and 
governments (state or federal) take to support those who continue to 
suffer from past and present injustices? 

3. Do you support some or all of the pardons recently issued by 
Presidents Biden and Trump? Why or why not?

JUSTICE

SEN. RAPHAEL WARNOCK | Racial Justice

Senator Reverend Raphael G. Warnock was raised in public 
housing in Savannah, Georgia, as the eleventh of 12 children. 
He attended Morehouse College and earned his doctorate 
from Union Theological Seminary. Since 2005, Warnock has 
served as senior pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta. 
Elected Georgia’s first Black senator in 2021, he has championed 
legislation to create jobs, address maternal mortality, and cap 
insulin costs for seniors. Sen. Warnock serves on several Senate 
committees and continues to advocate for health care access, 
voting rights and ending mass incarceration.  

SAM HEATH | Equal Justice USA

Sam Heath leads Equal Justice USA’s engagement with 
evangelical people and spaces. His faith background in Southern 
Baptist, Presbyterian and Anglican denominations enables him to 
tell stories about the realities of justice and injustice in America 
and hold together a view of the world as a place both exceptional 
and exploitative. Before joining EJUSA in 2021, Heath taught high 
school history for 10 years in North Carolina and Virginia. He 
has a B.A. in education and psychology from the University of 
North Carolina Chapel Hill and a master’s in theology from the 
University of Virginia.

YORK MOORE | Coalition for Christian Outreach

R. York Moore is a speaker, revivalist, abolitionist and 
accomplished Tiktoker, currently serving as CEO and president 
for the Coalition for Christian Outreach.  He is the co-founder of 
the EveryCampus movement, a coalition of organizations and 
churches seeking God for revival and the author several books, 
including “Seen.Known.Loved” with Gary Chapman. York serves 
a variety initiatives, coalitions and boards including with the 
National Association of Evangelicals. 

JERMAINE WILSON | Prison Fellowship

Jermaine Wilson is a two-time mayor of Leavenworth, Kansas, 
mission ambassador at Prison Fellowship, and ordained minister. 
Wilson spent seven years behind bars, including four as a 
juvenile. While incarcerated, he participated in Prison Fellowship 
programs and experienced the life-transforming power of 
God’s Word. After his release from prison, Wilson founded the 
nonprofit, Unity in the Community, to establish trust between 
citizens and law enforcement. In 2017, he was elected city 
commissioner for Leavenworth, Kansas. In 2020, he became 
the first formerly incarcerated person to serve on the Kansas 
Sentencing Committee.  
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QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION & DISCUSSION

1. Why did you choose to study at a Christian college or university? To 
what extent is your school meeting your expectations?

2. What contributions do Christian colleges and universities make to 
strengthening our democracy?

3. What current federal or state policies help or hinder Christian higher 
education institutions from making their distinctive contributions 
to human flourishing? What changes would you like to see made by 
Congress and the new administration?

4. How is your education making you a better and more active citizen?

JOINT SESSION WITH CCCU PRESIDENTS

DAN BOONE | Trevecca Nazarene University

Dan Boone has served as president of Trevecca Nazarene 
University, located in Nashville, TN, since 2005. He also serves as 
professor of pastoral theology and preaching. Boone is the chair 
for the Council for Christian Colleges and Universities. Prior to 
his work in academics, Boone was a pastor for over 20 years in 
churches around the U.S. He earned his doctorate in ministry 
from McCormick Theological Seminary. 

DAVID HOAG | Council for Christian Colleges & Universities

David Hoag is president of the Council for Christian Colleges 
& Universities, a higher education association of more than 185 
Christian institutions around the world. He brings more than 35 
years of experience in Christian higher education and served in 
various leadership positions at four different CCCU institutions, 
including Warner University, Trinity International University, 
Greenville University and Asbury University. He earned a Doctor 
of Philosophy from Saint Louis University. 

JOY MOSLEY | Council for Christian Colleges & Universities

Joy Mosley is the associate vice president for government & 
strategic relations for the Council for Christian Colleges & 
Universities. She graduated from Covenant College where she 
subsequently worked as the senior human resources partner for 
over 10 years. She received her M.B.A. from Belhaven University 
and her J.D. from Emory University. Before coming to the CCCU, 
she also worked for Congressman Gary Palmer and the Center for 
Public Justice. 

ROMANITA HAIRSTON | M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust
As chief executive officer, Romanita Hairston oversees all 
activities of the M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust. An accomplished 
team builder, convener and leader, Hairston draws on more 
than two decades of experience and service in her leadership 
and stewardship of the foundation’s mission. This includes 
work in the nonprofit (World Vision), for-profit (Microsoft) and 
philanthropic (Murdock Trust) sectors alongside a consistent 
commitment to board service. Hairston earned her M.B.A. from 
Eastern University.
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IMMIGRATION REFORM

ELIZABETH NEUMANN | Immigration Reform

Elizabeth Neumann serves as chief strategy officer for Moonshot, 
a company that develops technology and methodologies to 
identify threats online and protect communities. Neumann also 
is a national security and homeland security contributor for ABC 
News and founder of Neu Summit Strategies. Neumann serves as 
chairwoman of the National Immigration Forum. She previously 
served as assistant secretary for Threat Prevention and Security 
Policy in the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Office of 
Strategy, Policy and Plans, and deputy chief of staff. Neumann is 
a graduate of the University of Texas at Austin. 

KRISTIE DE PENA | Immigration Reform

Kristie De Peña is the senior vice president for policy and 
director of immigration policy at Niskanen, with over a decade 
of experience in national policy initiatives. Known for her 
expertise in complex issue analysis and innovative solutions, she 
has held positions in both public and nonprofit sectors, gaining 
invaluable experience in law, policy analysis and advocacy. De 
Peña earned her LL.M. from George Washington University and 
her J.D. from the University of Iowa. She was recognized by the 
Washingtonian as one of the most influential people shaping 
policy in 2024. 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION & DISCUSSION

1. What do you know of your family’s immigration history? Has your 
family contributed to the well-being and prosperity of our nation?  

2. Should immigration agents be allowed to enter churches, schools and 
medical facilities to search for and deport undocumented immigrants? 
What unintended consequences might such actions entail? 

3. On balance, do you think immigrants help to make the United States 
a better, stronger and more prosperous nation? Do you think you 
personally benefit from the presence of immigrants in our country? 
Why or why not?



3938

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION & DISCUSSION

1. What is the most important thing you learned this week? 

2. Do you feel more equipped to be a faithful public witness than at the 
start of the week?

3. What question has arisen this week that you would like to explore 
more deeply in your academic studies? 

CLOSING DINNER NOTES
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NOTES
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NOTES
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***

1 Hyatt Regency on Capitol Hill
Take Red line to Union Station; walk southwest 
to the Hyatt.

2 Hart Senate O�ce Building

3 Hilton Washington DC National Mall The 
Wharf 480 L'Enfant Plaza SW
Option 1: Metro to L’Enfant Plaza; take the 
L’Enfant Plaza exit and walk through the 
building to the hotel.
Option 2: Walk from the hotel (33 mins.)

4 Council on Foreign Relations 1777 F Street 
NW Suite #100
Take the Red line to Farragut North; walk south 
on 17th St; walk west on F St NW.

5 National Museum of African American History 
and Culture 400 Constitution Ave. NW
Walk southeast from the Council on Foreign 
Relations.

6 Fogo de Chao Brazillian Steakhouse 1101 
Pennsylvania Ava, NW, Washington DC
Option 1: Take the Red line to Metro Center; walk 
south on 12th St; turn left on Pennsylvania Ave.
Option 2: Take the Blue/Silver/Orange line to 
Federal Triangle Metro; walk north on 12th St; 
turn right after crossing Pennsylvania Ave. 
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***

1 Hyatt Regency on Capitol Hill
Take Red line to Union Station; walk southwest 
to the Hyatt.

2 Hart Senate O�ce Building

3 Floor of the U.S. House of Representatives 
South Capitol Entrance o� of Independence Ave

4 Hilton Washington DC National Mall The 
Wharf 480 L'Enfant Plaza SW
Option 1: Metro to L’Enfant Plaza; take the 
L’Enfant Plaza exit and walk through the 
building to the hotel.
Option 2: Walk from the hotel (33 mins.)

5 Council on Foreign Relations 1777 F Street 
NW Suite #100
Take the Red line to Farragut North; walk south 
on 17th St; walk west on F St NW.

6 National Museum of African American History 
and Culture 400 Constitution Ave. NW
Walk southeast from the Council on Foreign 
Relations.

7 Fogo de Chao Brazillian Steakhouse 1101 
Pennsylvania Ava, NW, Washington DC
Option 1: Take the Red line to Metro Center; walk 
south on 12th St; turn left on Pennsylvania Ave.
Option 2: Take the Blue/Silver/Orange line to 
Federal Triangle Metro; walk north on 12th St; 
turn right after crossing Pennsylvania Ave. 
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The NAE provides resources, 
connections and influence to 

help evangelicals foster thriving 
communities and navigate 

complexity with biblical clarity.

 
Instagram/Twitter/Facebook — @NAEvangelicals 

YouTube —@theNAEvideos
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