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July 16, 2026

Dear Members of Congress,

Evangelical Christians in the United States have long had a close relationship with the
people of Haiti. Many of our churches have supported missionaries and ministries in Haiti
for decades. Tens of thousands of Americans have visited Haiti on short-term mission trips.
Thousands of Americans have adopted orphaned children who were born in Haiti. And
many Haitians living in communities throughout the United States with Temporary
Protected Status (TPS) have also become well-integrated members of our congregations.
We have witnessed their character, faith, and commitment to their families and
communities.

That is one reason we are deeply concerned by the recent termination of TPS for an
estimated 330,000 individuals from Haiti. These individuals have been living and working
lawfully for years, benefitting from a congressionally created program to provide temporary
legal status to individuals from countries that have experienced war, natural disasters,
disease outbreaks or other humanitarian crises, contingent upon clearing criminal
background checks and paying processing fees. For many Haitians, being offered TPS has
likely preserved their lives — and as Christians who believe that each human life is made in
the Image of God with inherent dignity, we are grateful.

But these Haitians themselves are not the only beneficiaries of TPS. Our churches have
been blessed by their presence among us as we together seek to follow Jesus. Our
neighborhoods, schools, and colleges have been strengthened by their contributions. Our
economy has benefited from their hard work in vital industries like agriculture, healthcare
and senior care, upon which many American citizens depend.

With the expiration of TPS for these Haitians on July 10, 2026, these individuals who have
long resided lawfully in the United States are now, in most cases, considered unlawfully
present. That abrupt change puts them at risk of detention and deportation to a country
facing an acute humanitarian crisis and makes them ineligible to work lawfully and provide
for their families.



We appreciate that even though TPS was intended by Congress to be temporary, many
Haitians have benefited from this protection for many years, some since it was first
designated after an earthquake devastated the country in 2010.

Tragically, however, it is simply not safe for these individuals to be returned to Haiti at this
time. Humanitarian crisis has simply not been a temporary dynamic in Haiti, which over the
past sixteen years has been hit repeatedly by natural disasters, disease outbreaks, gang-
fueled violence and the assassination of its president and subsequent political upheaval.
The U.S. State Department currently categorizes Haiti as in a “state of emergency” and
instructs U.S. citizens notto travel to the country “due to the risk of crime, terrorism,
kidnapping, unrest, and limited health care.” To send former TPS holders back would be
devastating to them and further destabilizing to a society ill-equipped to integrate such a
large number of returning members.

We are particularly concerned about the impacts of potential deportation of Haitian TPS
beneficiaries on the estimated 50,000 U.S. citizen minor children who could be indefinitely
separated from one or both parents as a result of this change. While the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security insists that these parents must return to Haiti, the U.S. State
Department insists that their U.S. citizen children should not go to Haiti. But who will care
for these children left behind? We recognize that in rare cases of domestic or public safety
the state must separate a child from his or her mother and/or father, but to do so on such a
scale, without a compelling reason, will have incalculable negative impacts on these
children that could endure for generations.

For all of these reasons, we urge you, as the Congress, to swiftly enact legislative solutions
that would allow these individuals to remain lawfully in the United States —whether
temporarily or permanently — with their children, their churches and their communities. We
believe America can continue to uphold the rule of law and protect these vulnerable
families from unnecessary harm. We respectfully ask you to lead towards that outcome.

We are praying not only for our Haitian brothers, sisters and neighbors — and for their home
country, which we all pray will one day be a place to which people can safely return — but
also for each of you as you navigate these challenging issues.
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Mardochée Pardieu

Associate Pastor, Good Samaritan H.
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